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In the deepest part of our hearts and souls is the desire to love well. Yet in our struggle to do so, we

learn that, as Mike Mason puts it, "We are not born with love; it is something we must learn." Now, in

Practicing the Presence of People, he helps us launch that learning process. Mason points the way

to fresh knowledge and fresh experience, showing how we can discover new things about those we

love, understand them from the inside out, tenderly identify with their weaknesses, and celebrate

that they too were lovingly made by the hand of God.
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Besides the bible, no other book has had a more positive impact on my life than Practicing the

Presence of People. In first choosing to read this book, I desired to love people better. I was on a

mission's trip and wanted to bless those I was serving. This book broadened my vision for reaching

others and filled me with more of God's love than I'd ever experienced before. Each chapter drew

out different nuances to my understanding of God's will for my life. I began to understand why some

of my relationships had gone awry or were stifled. What struck me the most was Mason's claim that

God's deepest desire for us is to see God's beauty in others. Not in a moralistic "oh they're perfect"

kind of way, but in practical ways that improved the fruit of my relationships as a mentor, friend,

disciple, etc.Mason's book is not for Christians who think, "It's simple, the bible is black and white."

But if you want to learn more about God's desire for us, Mason illustrates the heart of the bible with

craft! For example, the bible is showered with verses of praise describing the glory of God in people

(praising God for loving us enough by sending Jesus to die for us and draw out that glory more).



Practically, our heart should overflow. But it won't until God saves us personally. We only begin to

see the glimmer of God's glory in others when we've dealt with the frustrations of trying to be in

good relationship with God, our self, and others.Scripture is clear. In Genesis, we were created in

God's image and were in sweet communion with God, and then there was the fall of humanity with

Adam and Eve's choices. From there, fortunately for us, God sent Jesus and the Holy Spirit, to

continue our story and relationship with him.
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